
Sharing the Love of IPF
 
What happens after a seminarian 

finishes his summer in Omaha? Do the 
graces he’s received stay with him and 
bear fruit in his priesthood? After this 
summer, IPF will have trained over 2000 
seminarians in its 20 year history. We 
thought we’d ask one of the 2000 to 
answer those two important questions.

When asked for his permission to be 
interviewed for this article, Fr. Alberto 
Esposito’s response was, “It would be an 
honor to share with you my love for IPF 
and the beauty and power I have received 
from the Institute over the years.”

Fr. Esposito, pastor of Santa Maria 
del Mar in Flagler Beach, Florida, began 
his association with IPF in its infancy. 
He participated in the third summer 
program for seminarians in 1997 and 
the first training program in Spiritual 
Direction in 2002. Fr. Esposito said that 
his “heart danced, a movement of the 
Holy Spirit” when his vocation director 
sent him to Omaha as a seminarian. He 
has returned several times as a summer 
Seminarian Program Spiritual Director. 

How does his IPF experience translate 
to his parish. 

“Our parish has a special charism as 
a school of prayer. I desire to inspire my 
parishioners to pray and live in a heart-
felt, contemplative way. This way of life 
is explored explicitly in homilies, classes, 
and retreats; but the implicit witness is 
also important. Each day I try to live 
diocesan priesthood in the passionate, 
personal presence of Jesus.”  

Each Sunday, Fr. Esposito hosts the 
School of Contemplative Prayer, emphat-
ically stating, “This ministry—in all its 
simplicity and hiddenness—is the heart 
of the parish.” Parishioners begin the 

experience by gathering for a simple meal 
in the Parish Hall. After lunch, they 
go to the Adoration Chapel for lectio 
divina in community, faith sharing, and 
an extended period of silent prayer. The 
afternoon ends with Evening Prayer and 
the Sharing of Graces in the presence of 
the Blessed Sacrament. 

“Not all of us are called to be monks 
but a dash of monasticism is good for 
everyone,” he explained. Fr. Esposito 
becomes most joyous as he sees the inte-
rior life of his parishioners develop. The 
participants look forward to their weekly 
meetings, which serve as an anchor for 
their daily living. The group often reads 
books together, such as Living with 
Contradiction by Esther de Waal and 
the Loving Search for God by William A. 
Meninger. “We have frisky, happy, lively 
discussions that help each of us integrate 
the teachings into our hearts.” 

Fr. Esposito recognizes that if the seed 

is planted and the parish remains strong 
in prayer the contemplative spirit will 
endure--even if the pastor moves on to a 
different parish. The pastor’s “job de-
scription” is to help parishioners become 
mystics—those who know and love the 
Risen Christ personally and passionately!   

Recognizing the value of supporting 
seminarians and seminary formation, 
the Finance, Stewardship, and Pastoral 
Councils of Fr. Esposito’s parish decided 
enthusiastically to donate a portion of 
their 6% parish tithe to entities related 
to seminary formation. IPF has been a 
grateful recipient of their generosity. Fr. 
Gabuzda, commenting on this gift, said, 
“We are grateful that the seeds planted in 
Fr. Esposito’s heart are now being shared 
with his parish community. Their gener-
osity to the mission of the Institute now 
helps us plant more seeds in the hearts of 
more seminarians and priests. ‘The gift 
you have received, give as a gift.’”

Fr. Esposito concluded the interview 
by saying, “IPF is alive in my heart! The 
staff is always in my heart and prayers. 
Thank you, IPF, for the beautiful vision 
of priestly ministry and parish life that I 
have received through you.”
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Dear Friends,
The late date of Easter this year affords 

us the opportunity to appreciate all the 
more this feast of new life, beauty and 
joy. I pray that these pages find you bask-
ing in just those gifts.

Our hearts are full of praise to God as 
we celebrate our twentieth anniversary. 
What wonders the Lord has done in 
permitting us to see the flourishing of 
the seeds he planted twenty years ago!  
As some of you know, that first summer 
program had six participants from three 
dioceses. This summer we greeted 175 
seminarians from 64 dioceses!  The Lord 
has done great things for us!

The Lord’s graces have also allowed us 
to see growth in just the past few months. 
We have increased the size of our spiritual 
direction training program by 50%. Over 
140 priests have signed up for this three 
year program. We have welcomed two 
new staff members. Kristi Coughlin has 
joined Tom Pogge and Linda Antonelli 
in the area of Mission Advancement. 
Bobbi Matyja is our new administrative 
assistant, replacing Anna Drvol who now 
serves as communications coordinator.

We look forward to welcoming some 
new faces to this summer’s A Reason for 

Your Hope gathering. Begun last year, 
this initiative helps to acquaint people 
from across the country with the IPF 
mission. Our special guest this summer 
will be Cardinal Francis George, Arch-
bishop of Chicago. We’d be happy to 
receive a name or two from you to add  
to our invitation list.

With growth comes excitement of new 
possibilities, but also the challenge of 
continuing to keep our operation strong 
so that our mission to seminarians, 
priests and seminary formators remains 
our focus. Thank you for your generous 
support which allows us to grow the mis-
sion. We hope you can join us in raising 

prayers of great thanksgiving to the Lord 
who has graced us for these twenty years. 
May we remain faithful to the charism 
given so that all that the Lord desires for 
us may come to pass!

Gratefully in the Lord,

Rev. Richard J. Gabuzda
Executive Director

Rev. Richard Gabuzda
Executive Director

“IPF allows Christ to be your 

teacher and as a result Christ 

teaches you how to be a son, 

spouse, and father.”

– Nicholas Mishek, Seminarian 

Archdiocese of Omaha, Nebraska

Welcome, Bobbi Matyja and Kristi Coughlin, to the IPF Staff!
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“Priests are called to be men of prayer, 

IPF gives seminarians the necessary tools 

to become men of prayer.”

– Timothy Grimes, Seminarian  

Diocese of Baton Rouge, Louisiana

Continued on page 4
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Mr. and Mrs. Rod Jewell
His Eminence Cardinal  

William Keeler
Mrs. Joleen Kelly
Denise Kenneally
Rev. John Kennealy
Mr. Steve Kluthe
Mrs. Rita Koehler
Anne Kotlik
Rev. Robert Krueger
Mr. Stan Kurtz

Peg Lacy
Mr. and Mrs. Greg Lange
Mr. Edmund Lanners
Mrs. Kimberly Lastauskas
Dr. and Mrs. Paul Latzko
Paul Latzko
Rita Lawler
Joan Lawlor
Seraphia Letak
Mr. Tom Linck
Mr. and Mrs. Tim Lonergan
Rev. Jeffrey Lorig

Mrs. Rita Macaulay
Lisa Maguire
Monika Maides
Peg Marshall
Mrs. Marie McCarthy
Deacon and Mrs.  

Robert McClellan
Mr. and Mrs. Chris McGee
Mrs. Robert McKeon
Mr. and Mrs. Mark McNamara
Mrs. Mary Ellen E. McNulty
Mr. and Mrs. David Medeiros
Mr. and Mrs. Larry Michaud
Mr. Raymond Mohrman
Rev. James Morgan
Gretchen Moylan
Mr. and Mrs. David Mucia
Deacon and Mrs. Tim Mulcahy
Mrs. Harriet Mullin
Mrs. Sharon Neal
Kim Nelson
Rev. John Neneman
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Neuberger
Rev. Tom Niehaus
Rev. Armand M. Nigro, S.J.
Rev. Walter Nolte
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Norman
Mr. Jean Marie Nsambu
Rev. David O’Connor
Sandy O’Connor
Mr. and Mrs. Drasis Pajeda
Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey Palzer
Mr. and Mrs. Steve Patterson
Sarah Pattison
Deacon and Mrs. Keith Pavlik
Rev. Michael Petering
Mr. and Mrs. Barry Pine

Cathy Potter
Rev. Scott Potthoff
Denise Pratt
Very Rev. James Presta
Catherine Price
Rev. Arthur Proulx
Mr. and Mrs. Dan Ramaekers
Mr. and Mrs. John Reefe
Rev. Gordon Reigle
Rev. Keith Rezac
Mr. Dennis Riesselman
Rev. Michael Roach
Marilyn Roche
Dr. and Mrs. David Roda
Tom and Anne Rohling
Mr. George Rosness
Mr. and Mrs. David Rossman
Mr. David Roth
Cornelia Rozmajzl
Mr. and Mrs. Edmund Russell
Sr. Rosella Salvato
Mrs. Ruth Sauser
Mr. and Mrs. Bernie Schaefer
Rev. Douglas Scheinost
Pam Schiffbauer
Catherine Schroeder
Rev. Robert Schultz, Jr.
Rev. Joe Scorzello
Sr. Linda Sevcik SM
Mr. Maurice Shanley
Rev. Joseph Sia
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Sigler
D. J. Sledge
Mrs. Joanne Smith
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Smith
Rev. Msgr. Thomas Smith
Mr. and Mrs. William Soukup
Mr. and Mrs. Gene Spence
Lori Sperry
Mr. and Mrs. Donald Spica
Rev. Msgr. Mike Steber
Rev. Ralph Steffensmeier
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Stultz
Mr. Robert Sullivan
Mr. and Mrs. Jerome Sund
Rev. John Szmyd
Rev. Marcel Taillon
Rev. Joseph Taphorn
Rev. Paul Theisz
Third Order Franciscans  

of Mary Immaculate
Mr. and Mrs. Jerold Thomsen
Deacon and Mrs.  

Emmet Tinley III
Mr. and Mrs. Clark Tomlinson
Mrs. Lynn Toups
Mr. and Mrs. Leo Trautman
Mrs. Vivian Trumbauer
Mrs. Rosie Wallace
Mr. Daniel Ward
Mr. and Mrs. James Wegner
Mr. Edmund Wickenheiser
Mr. and Mrs. Randy Wiese
Mr. Jason Williams
Mr. and Mrs. Bernard Wilson
Mr. and Mrs. David Wilson
Mrs. Jan Wintle
Dave and Connie Wolfgram
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Ziegler
Rev. James Zimmer
Mr. and Mrs. Mark Zuroske

“At IPF we are called to a high mountain, 

a place of communion within our hearts 

where the Lord rests, waiting to meet  

us and to show us who He is and who  

we are in His eyes. IPF is truly  

a place of Transfiguration.”

– Andrew Dawson, Seminarian  

Archdiocese of Detroit, Michigan



Tributes
Donations given in honor of a friend or family member during 2013

MOST REVEREND  
SAMUEL AQUILA

Mr. Mark Conzemius

REV. GREGORY BAXTER
Peg Lacy

MATT BOYLE
Mrs. Marion Denion

MOST REVEREND  
ROBERT CARLSON

Mr. Mark Conzemius

REV. DAMIEN COOK
Mr. and Mrs. Bill Sawin

MOST REVEREND  
ANDREW COZZENS

Rev. Peter Ryan, S.J.

MR. AND MRS.  
A. V. DAVIS

Mr. and Mrs. Kevin Amick

MARY DE LA SALLE, RSM
Mr. and Mrs. Kevin Amick

DON DENION
Mrs. Marion Denion

JORDY DENION
Mrs. Marion Denion

MSGR. JOHN ESSEFF
Miss Carol Lankford
Paul Latzko

Dr. and Mrs. Paul Latzko
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Lario

REV. MSGR.  
WILLIAM FITZGERALD

Rev. James Weeder
Mr. Joseph Kirkconnell

MR. AND MRS.  
LAWRENCE GABUZDA

Mr. John Gabuzda

REV. DANIEL E. GALAS
Mr. Edmund Galas

MR. AND MRS.  
JAMES HICKS

Mr. and Mrs. Kevin Amick

MRS. JUDY HOESING
Mr. Duane Hoesing

DR. AND MRS.  
DAVID HOOVER

Dr. Harold Kreski

REV. JOHN HORN, S.J.
Rev. Mark Ivany
Dr. and Mrs. Ralph Martin
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Shaughnessy

MR. AND MRS.  
ROBERT HUBER

Mr. and Mrs. Michael Lawler

REV. NORMAN HUNKE
Mr. and Dr. Lawrence Dwyer

KATHY KANAVY	
Most Reverend Eugene Gerber
Rev. Rolf Tollefson

MR. AND MRS.  
JOHN KELLOGG

Mr. and Dr. Lawrence Dwyer

TOM KLEINSCHMIDT, 
OMV

Mr. Joseph Kirkconnell

REV. JAMES KRAMPER
Mr. and Dr. Lawrence Dwyer

MR. TOBIAS LETAK
Mr. Vincent Lenz

REV. RYAN LEWIS	
Mr. Edmund Galas
Mr. and Mrs. P Thomas Pogge

REV. MR.  
KEVIN MANTHEY

Mr. and Mrs. Vincent Antonelli

TRUDY MCCAFFREY
Mr. Joey Storer

GIANNA  
ELIZABETH MENDEZ

Mr. and Mrs. Ramon Mendez

REV. BILL MURPHY
Denise Kenneally

MR. MATTHEW  
NIGGEMEYER

Mr. Vincent Lenz

REV. JOHN NORMAN
Mr. and Mrs. Kent Riesberg
Mr. and Mrs. Vincent Antonelli

MS BRENDA NOVAK
Mr. and Dr. Lawrence Dwyer

REV. CHRISTOPHER 
ONUOHA

Mr. and Mrs. David Bentley

JOHN PALERMO	
Rev. Joseph Palermo

REV. ROBERT PREISINGER
Mr. Edmund Galas

MS IRENE REEDER
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Maher

REV. THOMAS ROACH SJ
Rev. Michael Roach

MR. BLAKE ROZIER
Carol Windler

MR. AND MRS.  
JAMES RYAN

Mr. and Mrs. Kevin Amick

REV. DONALD SHANE
Dr. and Mrs. Joseph Scott
Mr. and Mrs. Wayne Corey

MRS. BETTY SHRIER
Mrs. Geri Stratman

REV. ROBERT SMITH
Mr. and Mrs. Douglas Alvine

SUSANNA  SMITH	
Pauline Quinn

ST. TIMOTHY PARISH
Rev. Kenneth Malley

DIANE SULLIVAN	
Lenore Polack

MR. AND MRS.  
JAMES TAPHORN

Rev. Joseph Taphorn

JOHN TAPKO	
Mr. and Mrs. Kevin Amick

TRUDY TIGHE	
Mr. George Rosness

ABBOT RAPHAEL WALSH
Dan and Barb Henkelman

RICHARD (DICK) WARD
Tom and Anne Rohling

MR. ANDREW WILLIAMS
Mr. and Mrs. Francis Goodell

REV. MSGR.  
RICHARD WOLBACH

Mr. and Mrs. Rod Jewell
Mr. Stan Kurtz

“Encountering Jesus Christ permeates 

every aspect of IPF--from the courses, 

liturgies, prayer, apostolates, retreat, 

and fraternity. I cannot imagine being 

a priest without this encounter.”

– Andrew Wakefield, Seminarian  

Archdiocese of Washington, D.C. 

Please remember IPF in your estate planning and help with the spiritual formation of future priests.



Memorials
Donations given in memory of a deceased friend or family member during 2013

MR. AND MRS.  
GEORGE ALLEN

Mr. and Mrs. Kevin Amick

MR. AND MRS.  
F. W. AMICK

Mr. and Mrs. Kevin Amick

MR. AND MRS.  
JOHN AMICK

Mr. and Mrs. Kevin Amick

MATILDE ARJONA	
Mireya Insua Diaz

PEPE BARRAL
Mireya Insua Diaz

MARY LOU BEAL
Mr. and Mrs. John Beal

MR. BRYAN BERINGER
Mr. and Mrs. David Beringer

DR. AND MRS.  
CHARLES BRANNEN

Dr. and Mrs. Perry Williams

REV. MSGR.  
CHARLES BRODERSEN

Mr. and Mrs. John Kukula

JAMES BUCKLEY	
Mrs. Mary Patricia Buckley

MSGR. JAMES CAIN
Mr. and Mrs. John Kukula

MR. THOMAS CLARK
Mr. and Mrs. Randy Wiese

MRS. MARION COWDEN
Mrs. Nancy Ryan

ROSE ANN AGNES CROKER
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Croker

MR. DON DENION
Dr. and Mrs. Thomas Gabuzda

EDNA DUBOIS	
Mr. and Mrs. P. Thomas Pogge

JOHN DUFFY
Mrs. Joyce Duffy

REV. ROBERT DUFFY
Mr. and Mrs. Gus Dworak

ISABELLE EDNEY
Ms Diana Dunning

JEAN FANO	
Rev. Frank Fano

REV. JIM FITZGERALD
Rev. Msgr. Thomas Furlong

MR. AND MRS.  
LAWRENCE GABUZDA

Dr. and Mrs. Thomas Gabuzda

REV. DANIEL GALAS
Leona Janak

MR. JIM HARDICK	
Colleen Hardick

ANNELIESE CATE  
HENNING

Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey Palzer

MRS. JUDY HOESING
Mr. and Mrs. Bernie Schaefer
Mr. and Mrs. Jerold Thomsen

THOMAS HORKAN
Mary Ann Horkan

JACOBS FAMILY	
Rev. William Jacobs, Jr.

DEACON ROBERT  
JERGOVIC	

Mr. and Mrs. Leo Trautman

MRS. ANTONETTE 
KAMPSCHNEIDER

Mr. and Dr. Lawrence Dwyer

MR. DONALD KORFF
Jean Korff

ROBIN KUSH	
Mr. and Mrs. Lester Kush

REV. JAMES MCCORMICK
Catherine Schroeder

REV. ALOYSIUS  
MCMAHON	

Dr. and Mrs. John Fitzpatrick

JOHN J “RED” MCMANUS
Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey Henzel

DANIEL MCNAMARA, S. J.
D. J. Sledge

MR. JOSEPH MCNULTY
Mrs. Mary Ellen E McNulty

REV. MELVIN MERWALD
Mr. and Mrs. Douglas Alvine
Dr. and Mrs. Timothy Baxter

FERN MILLER	
Mrs. Betty Shrier

MR. LYLE MILLER	
Mr. Rich Garrigan

MR. LYLE MILLER	
Mr. and Mrs. P. Thomas Pogge
Mrs. Betty Shrier

EV. THOMAS O’BRIEN
Mr. Kevin Vaughan

MSGR. EDWARD 
O’DONNELL

Rev. Ralph O’Donnell

WILLIAM F O’LEARY, SJ
Mr. and Mrs. John Kukula

SIGURD QUAM	
Mr. and Mrs. P. Thomas Pogge

REV. STANLEY ROTHER
Mr. and Mrs. Tom Werner

MRS. PATRICIA SCHENDT
Mr. and Mrs. Vincent Antonelli
Mrs. Betty Shrier

MRS. MARIE SCHMITT
Mrs. Betty Shrier

REV. MSGR.  
FRANCIS SHERMAN

Mr. and Mrs. Michael Mooney

MR. CHARLES SINGLER
Rev. Msgr. Charles Singler

MRS. NANCY SKETCH
Sarah Pattison

ROBERT STORY	
Mr. and Mrs. Gregory Lange

MR. RAY STRATMAN
Mrs. Geri Stratman

ANNE OSTRAND STROLL
Dr. and Mrs. Perry Williams

DR. RICHARD TIGHE AND 
MAUREEN TIGHE CLAUFF

Dr. and Mrs. Perry Williams

MR. LEON TOUPS	
Mrs. Lynn Toups

MR. AND MRS.  
PAUL TRAVERS

Rev. Ed Travers, MSC

MARY TERESE ULMER
Mrs. Theresa Gabuzda

MARY CLARK VARGO
Mr. and Mrs. P. Thomas Pogge

MR. KENNY WALLACE
Mrs. Rosie Wallace

REV. MICHAEL WASIEL
Mr. Edward Wojtczak

HAROLD AND JUNE ZIMMER
Rev. David Zimmer

“This summer far surpassed  

all my expectations of IPF. I have 

learned a language to be able to speak 

about the depth of my heart, so as to 

drink deep of the graces that God de-

sires to bestow on me and my  

priesthood. Nothing is lost when I seek 

to go the depths. IPF gave me  

the courage to go within.”

– Edwin Neftali Cardona, Seminarian 

Diocese of Orlando, Florida 

Please remember IPF in your estate planning and help with the spiritual formation of future priests.



IPF Gratefully Acknowledges the Following
2013 Pope John Paul II Fund for Priests Donors

FR. THOMAS J. ADAMS†
	 Mr. and Mrs. Michael Lynch

FR. GREGORY P. BAXTER
	 Andra Alvine
	 Mrs. Mary Joy Anderson
	 Mr. and Mrs. Paul Bashus
	 Dr. and Mrs. Timothy Baxter
	 Jerri Budny
	 Mr. and Mrs. David Ciaccio
	 Ethel Cockson
	 Deacon and Mrs. Michael Conzett
	 Mr. and Mrs. Louis D’Ercole
	 Mr. and Mrs. William Fitzgerald
	 Mr. and Mrs. Patrick Flood
	 Fredericka Fry
	 Mr. and Mrs. Armand Gibbons
	 Mr. and Mrs. John Griffith
	 Mr. and Mrs. James Helget
	 Mr. and Mrs. Douglas Hoffman
	 Anne Kotlik
	 Dr. and Dr. Christopher Kratochvil
	 Deacon and Mrs. Steve Luna
	 Dr. and Mrs. James McGill
	 Mrs. Harriet Mullin
	 Dr. and Mrs. Angelo Patil
	 Dr. and Mrs. Kenneth Pavlik
	 Jackie Pletan
	 Mrs. Nancy Ryan
	 Pam Schiffbauer
	 Mr. and Mrs. Ralph Setter
	 Mrs. Cece Smith
	 Mr. and Mrs. William Soukup
	 Mr. and Mrs. Paul Stultz
	 Mr. and Mrs. James Wegner

MSGR. CHARLES E. BRODERSEN†	
Mrs. Cece Smith

MSGR. JAMES C. BUCKLEY† 	
	 Mr. Clarke Thompson

FR. HAROLD J. BUSE
	 Mary Abboud
	 Mrs. Rose Mary Berry
	 Hon. and Mrs. Robert Burkhard
	 Dr. and Mrs. William Carlisle
	 Mrs. Jean Dolphin
	 Dr. and Mrs. James Dunlap
	 Patrick Dunlap
	 Mr. and Mrs. Gregory Easley
	 Mr. and Mrs. Dennis Esch
	 Mr. and Mrs. Charles Filipi
	 Mr. and Mrs. Robert Foley
	 Mrs. Helen Gloeb
	 Mrs. Shirlee Goaley
	 Mr. and Mrs. Charles Gottula
	 Mr. and Mrs. Jerome Graney
	 Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Hall
	 Mr. and Mrs. Clair Hausman
	 Mr. and Mrs. Mark Heeney
	 Dan and Barb Henkelman
	 Mrs. June Herron

	 Mr. and Mrs. Marshall Hohman
	 Mr. and Mrs. Eugene Holman
	 Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Jareske
	 Mr. and Mrs. Pete Jeffrey
	 Mrs. Helen Jenkins
	 Mr. and Mrs. David Keller
	 Mrs. Joleen Kelly
	 Pat Kern
	 Mr. James Kineen
	 Mr. and Mrs. William M. Kizer
	 Mr. and Mrs. William Kizer
	 Mr. Edmund Lanners
	 Mrs. Patricia Laughlin
	 Mr. and Mrs. William Lindsay, Jr
	 Kathleen Lowndes
	 Mr. and Mrs. John Maginn
	 Mr. and Mrs. Wayne Mark
	 Myron and Arlene Mayberger
	 Drs. John and Roalene McCarthy
	 Mrs. Marie McCarthy
	 Dr. and Mrs. Michael McDermott
	 Mr. and Mrs. Larry Michaud
	 Mr. and Mrs. Raymond Neppl
	 Mr. and Mrs. James Novotny
	 Mariann Pape
	 Dr. and Mrs. Wayne Penka
	 Mr. and Mrs. Derald Peters
	 Mr. and Mrs. P. Thomas Pogge
	 Mrs. Carolyn Sampson
	 Mrs. Beth Schultz
	 Mr. and Mrs. Greg Schwietz
	 Mr. Maurice Shanley
	 Mrs. Betty Shrier
	 Mr. and Mrs. Roy Singleton
	 Mrs. Vivian Trumbauer
	 Mrs. Carol Walsh
	 Bette Weekly
	 Mr. and Mrs. David Weist
	 Mr. and Mrs. Herman Weist
	 Dave and Connie Wolfgram
	 Mr. and Mrs. Maurice Zach

FR. MARTIN P. CONLEY†	
Anonymous

FR. FRANCIS P. CONWAY†	
	 Mr. and Mrs. Allyn Wiebelhaus

ARCHBISHOP ELDEN F. CURTISS	
Mrs. Mary Joy Anderson

	 Anonymous
	 Mr. and Mrs. Charles Diers
	 Mr. and Mrs. Edward Fitzgerald
	 Mr. Michael Intrieri
	 Mr. and Mrs. Edward Regan
	 Dr. and Mrs. Paul Tamisiea
	 Mr. and Mrs. Herman Weist

FR. GERARD M. DEWAN	
Anonymous

FR. LAWRENCE J. DORSEY†	
	 Dr. and Dr. Ralph Hauke

MSGR. PETER F. DUNNE
	 Kay Chelberg
	 Dr. and Mrs. Paul Esposito
	 Mr. and Mrs. William Fitzgerald
	 Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Hruby
	 Mr. and Mrs. John Kukula
	 Mr. and Mrs. Emmet Root
	 Mr. and Mrs. Tim Slattery
	 Mr. and Mrs. David Wilson

MSGR. JOHN A. ESSEFF
	 Kathy Kanavy

MSGR. WILLIAM J. FITZGERALD
	 Mr. Joseph Kirkconnell

MSGR. JOHN A. FLYNN†
	 Mr. and Mrs. Richard Garrigan

FR. DANIEL E. GALAS†
	 Dr. and Mrs. Leonard Higgins

MSGR. ROBERT J. GASS†
	 Mrs. Katherine Troia
	 Mr. and Mrs. Roman Uhing

FR. DONATUS GRUNLOH, O.F.M.†	
Mr. Brian Niebrugge

FR. MELVIN GRUNLOH, O.F.M.†	
Mr. Brian Niebrugge

MSGR. JOSEPH G. HANEFELDT	
Lenore Polack

FR. OLIVER LEE HIGHTOWER†	
Mr. and Mrs. Matt Heffron

FR. PAUL C. HOESING
	 Mr. Duane Hoesing

FR. NORMAN F. HUNKE
	 Mr. and Mrs. Paul Jansen
	 Mr. and Mrs. Tom Werner

FR. MARK R. IVANY
	 Dr. and Mrs. Robert Ivany

FR. DANIEL J. KAMPSCHNEIDER	
Anonymous

	 Mr. and Mrs. William Barnes
	 Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Everson
	 Mr. Gary Hennessey
	 Dr. and Mrs. Christopher Ihle
	 Mr. and Mrs. Gary Jacobs
	 Diane Losole
	 Deacon and Mrs. Robert McClellan
	 Mr. and Mrs. P. Thomas Pogge
	 Mr. and Mrs. Michael Smith
	 St. Vincent de Paul Men’s Club
	 Mr. and Mrs. John Wilhelm
	 Mr. and Mrs. Rob Zimmerman

FR. TOM KRUPSKI, O.F.M.†	
	 Dr. and Mrs. Leonard Higgins

ARCHBISHOP GEORGE J. LUCAS 	
Mr. and Mrs. John Micek

FR. JOHN L. MCCARTHY, S.J.	
Mr. and Mrs. Edward McCarthy

FR. RICHARD D. MCGLOIN, S.J.†	
Dr. and Mrs. David Hoover

FR. MEL J. MERWALD†	
	 Mrs. Cece Smith

BISHOP ANTHONY M. MILONE	
Dr. and Mrs. Jerold Buresh

	 Mr. and Mrs. Paul Jansen

FR. JOHN J. NACCA†
	 Mr. and Mrs. Michael Buttarazzi, Sr.
	 Mr. Daniel Buttarazzi
	 Dr. P. J. Buttarazzi
	 Mr. and Mrs. William Buttarazzi
	 Mr. Kevin McCarthy
	 Anne Monahan

FR. HERMAN J. NIEBRUGGE	†
	 Mr. Brian Niebrugge

FR. RICHARD W. NIEBRUGGE†	
Mr. Brian Niebrugge

ALL PRIESTS	
	 Angela Stander

FR. KIZITO R. OKHUOYA
	 Mr. and Mrs. David Wilson

FR. WILLIAM F. O’LEARY, S.J.†	
Dr. and Mrs. Perry Williams

FR. DAVID G. REESON
	 Mr. and Dr. Lawrence Dwyer

FR. JAMES SAMPSON, SP†
	 Mr. and Dr. Lawrence Dwyer
	 Mr. and Mrs. Drasis Pajeda
	 Mrs. Carolyn Sampson

FR. ROBERT A. SCHMITZ
	 Mr. Edmund Galas

ARCHBISHOP DANIEL E. SHEEHAN†	
Mrs. Betty Shrier

FR. JOSEPH C. TAPHORN	
	 Mr. and Mrs. James Taphorn

ABBOT  RAPHAEL WALSH, O.S.B.	
Dr. and Mrs. David Hoover

† = deceased



The Institute for Priestly Formation
2013 Summary of Activities
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2013 Revenues

Program Fees, Tuition, Room & Board

Contributions & Special Events

Grants

John Paul II Fund

Bequest

Contributed Services

Other Auxiliary Income

Investment Income

60%60%32%32%

77%77%

2013 Expenses

Program Expenses

Fundraising

General & Administrative

13%13%
10%10%

Revenues:	 %	 Amount
Program Fees, Tuition, Room & Board . 60% . .  $1,659,865
Contributions & Special Events  . . . . . . .       32% . . . .    874,790
Grants . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                            1% . . . . .     30,000
Pope John Paul II Fund for Priests  . . . . . .      2% . . . . .     61,000
Bequests . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                          2% . . . . .     54,321
Contributed Services . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                 0% . . . . . .      5,540
Other Auxiliary Income  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .              2% . . . . .     62,689
Investment Income . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                    1% . . . . .     10,079
Total Revenues . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                   100% . $2,758,283

Expenses:	 %	 Amount
Program Expenses . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                  77% . .  $2,131,457
Mission Advancement & Fundraising . . . .    13% . . . .    354,972
General & Administrative . . . . . . . . . .              10% . . . .    276,320
Total Expenses . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                   100% . $2,762,749



In the News-

Alumni and Friends
With this issue of the Newsletter, we 

are inaugurating a column which will 
offer news about IPF alumni and friends. 
We invite alumni and friends to keep 
us up to date on recent events. Here are 
some news items that we are aware of:

We note with great joy the episcopal 
ordinations of two IPF alumni in recent 
months. In December, Fr. Andrew Coz-
zens was ordained as an auxiliary bishop 
of St. Paul/Minneapolis. Bishop Cozzens 
participated in the Spiritual Exercises 
program in the summer of 2007 and 
serves as a member of IPF’s corporate 
board as well as our Mission Advisory 
Council. In February Fr. Stephen Berg 

was ordained as bishop of Pueblo, Colo-
rado. Bishop Berg is the first participant 
in IPF’s seminarian program to be or-
dained a bishop. He was with us in the 
summer of 1998 as a seminarian study-
ing for the Diocese of Fort Worth, Texas.

On December 12, 2013, Fr. Scott 
Traynor of the Diocese of Sioux Falls 
was installed as rector of St. John Vian-
ney Theological Seminary in Denver. 
Fr. Scott participated in the seminarian 
program in the summer of 1996. He also 
completed the Spiritual Direction Train-
ing Program as well as the Spiritual Ex-
ercises in 2005. In recent years Fr. Scott 
has served on the faculty for the summer 

program as well as the Spiritual Direction 
Training Program. He is also a member 
of IPF’s Mission Advisory Council.

In hope, we commend to the Lord 
the souls of three friends of the Institute:  
Msgr. Charles Brodersen and Msgr. 
James Cain, priests of the Archdiocese 
of Omaha and Mr. Alan Mitchell of 
Columbus, Ohio. We also commend 
to the Lord the souls of three alumni:  
Fr. Will Comellas of the Diocese of 
Scranton (seminarian program 2001), Fr. 
Joseph Hilbert of the Diocese of Harris-
burg (Spiritual Direction Program 2005) 
and Fr. Kevin Kayda of the Diocese of 
Harrisburg (seminarian program 2008).  

Celebration of  
Priesthood Banquet
  

IPF’s 20 year history was highlighted at the annual Celebra-
tion of Priesthood Banquet held on April 28th. Msgr. Francis 
Kubart of the Archdiocese of Omaha was awarded the Saint 
John Paul II Award for Priestly Service. Omaha’s Vocation Direc-
tor and President of the National Conference of Diocesan Voca-
tion Directors, Fr. Paul Hoesing, was the speaker for the evening. 

Fr. Gabuzda on  
EWTN Live!

 
Fr. Mitch Pacwa, S.J., host of EWTN Live! interviewed Fr. 

Richard Gabuzda on his show recently. Fr. Pacwa directed 
questions to Fr. Gabuzda about why and how IPF got started 
and how it fulfills its mission to assist in the spiritual formation 
of diocesan priests. His answers related to the work of the Insti-
tute as a complement to already existing programs in seminary 
formation and as a response to the need for more concentrated 
and integrated spiritual formation. The interview can be viewed 
in its entirety from IPF’s website www.priestlyformation.org.

Thank you for your generous financial and prayful support!



Saint John Paul II Fund Medallions
      
Priests who attended IPF’s Celebration 

of Priesthood Banquet and who have 
accounts in the Saint John Paul II Fund 
for Priests that have reached the perpetual 
level of $5000 or more were presented 
beautiful medallions with holders en-
graved with their names. Those outside 
the Omaha area will receive their medal-
lions at a special luncheon this summer 
or, if they are unable to travel, by mail. 
Medallions created in memory of a de-
ceased priest will be awarded to a relative 
or the donor. Financial gifts are used by 
IPF to support the spiritual formation 
programs offered to diocesan seminar-
ians and priests who have a deep desire 
for a closer relationship with Jesus. For 

more information on the fund, consult 
the IPF website www.priestlyformation.

org or phone Tom Pogge, Director of 
Mission Advancement, at 402-280-3528. 

Treasured Gifts of Artwork Given to IPF

The Institute thanks Dr. Perry Wil-
liams and his wife, Donna, for their 
exceptional generosity in the form of an 
iconic image of Our Lady of Guadalupe. 
“In appreciation of the influence IPF 
has had on our lives, we had an oppor-
tunity to produce an iconic image of 
the virgin of Guadalupe. IPF has always 
revered and cherished the patroness of 
America and now they have their own, 
new special image,” said Dr. Williams 
of Omaha. “Traditionally the Church 
has sponsored the arts as a means of holy 
inspiration. We hope this iconic painting 

of the miraculous event written by artist 
Jane TanCredi will do the same to help 
IPF’s wonderful work.”  

Long-time friend and adjunct spiritual 
director Sr. Cor Immaculatum Heffer-
nan, an Immaculate Heart of Mary sister 
from Scranton, Pennsylvania, has created 
for the Institute two works of art which 
express themes that are at the heart of 
the IPF mission. “Mary, Spouse of the 
Holy Spirit,” and “Joseph, Husband of 
Mary,” were sculpted by Sr. Cor over the 
period of a few years. Sr. Cor comments:  
“The Mary that I have sculpted looks to 
her God, believes, and receives . . . and 
Joseph, young and in love with Mary, 

opens his arms in welcome, promising 
his faithful care of her and the Child.”  

The image of St. Joseph is the gift of 
Msgr. John Esseff, a priest of the Diocese 
of Scranton, and also a long-time friend 
and adjunct spiritual director for the 
Institute. We are grateful to both Sr. Cor 
and Msgr. Esseff for their generous love of 
the Institute’s mission, especially as seen 
in the gift of these two treasured images. 

Detail from the iconic image.                               

Sculptures of Joseph and Mary created by 
Sr. Cor Immaculatum Heffernan.

Artist Jane TanCredi with Dr. Perry Williams                                ph
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